
2026 RELOCATION GUIDE

Orlando, Florida: Your Next 
Chapter Awaits
Whether you're chasing sunshine, opportunity, or a fresh start — Orlando is calling. 
Once known primarily as a world-famous tourism capital, the city has evolved into a 
thriving modern hub where innovation, business, and lifestyle come together. Today, 

Orlando blends big-city energy with a welcoming, easygoing feel, making it one of the 
most exciting places to put down roots.

Behind the theme parks and iconic attractions is a diverse economy powered by 
healthcare, aerospace, technology, simulation, advanced manufacturing, and 
hospitality. Innovation districts, growing business centers, and a strong 
entrepreneurial spirit are helping shape a city that offers more than a great visit — it 
offers real momentum for the future.

From world-class entertainment, dining, and outdoor recreation to a vibrant arts 
scene, neighborhood events, and a warm multicultural community, Orlando delivers a 

lifestyle that feels both dynamic and deeply livable. That combination of opportunity, 
affordability relative to other major metros, and year-round sunshine is exactly why so 
many relocators are choosing Orlando as the place to build their next chapter.
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Why Orlando? The Magnet for Movers in 2026
Orlando is no longer just a tourist destination — it's one of the fastest-growing metros in the country, attracting families, professionals, and investors 
alike. Here's why thousands are choosing to call it home:

2.5%
Population Growth

Annually

15K+
New Jobs

Added each year

6-8%
Home Appreciation

Annually

Top
Relocation Destination

Ranked among the top U.S. markets

d  Unstoppable Job Growth

Healthcare, tech, aerospace, and logistics are diversifying Orlando's 
economy far beyond its world-famous theme parks, driving steady 
population increases year after year.

X  No State Income Tax

Florida's tax-friendly climate means you keep more of what you earn. 
No state income tax is one of the most powerful financial benefits of 
living here.

☀  Lifestyle Appeal

Year-round outdoor activities, a booming restaurant scene, world-
class entertainment, and a diverse, welcoming culture make Orlando 
a city that truly has it all.

p  Strong Real Estate Demand

Orlando consistently ranks among the top U.S. relocation 
destinations, with long-term appreciation potential and a resilient 
housing market that rewards early movers.
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Orlando's Housing Market: What You Need to Know
2026 MARKET UPDATE

$425K
Median Home Price

Current market snapshot

7.2%
Year-over-Year Appreciation

Annual growth

28
Average Days on Market

Days

3.5
Inventory Level

Months of supply

Orlando's real estate landscape is competitive, evolving, and full of opportunity — if you know where to look. Here's what every relocator needs to 

understand before making a move:

Affordability & Pricing

Orlando remains significantly more accessible than South Florida or 
Tampa, but prices are rising faster than national averages. Acting 
sooner rather than later puts you ahead of the curve.

Inventory Dynamics

Popular neighborhoods experience tight inventory, but new 
construction communities throughout the metro area offer fresh 

options with modern finishes and builder incentives.

HOA Communities

Homeowner associations are extremely common throughout Orlando 
— especially in master-planned and gated communities. 
Understanding HOA rules, fees, and restrictions before you buy is 
absolutely critical to avoiding costly surprises.

Insurance Considerations

Florida homeowner's insurance is higher than most states. Your 

premium is influenced heavily by property age, roof condition, 
proximity to flood zones, and construction type. Budget carefully and 
consult an expert.
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Master-Planned Communities: 
Designed for Life
Orlando is home to some of the most thoughtfully designed master-planned 
communities in the nation. These neighborhoods are built around lifestyle — featuring 
resort-style amenities, top-rated schools, walking trails, community pools, and town 
centers that bring neighbors together.

Resort-Style Amenities

Clubhouses, resort pools, fitness centers, and sports courts — all steps from 
your front door.

Top-Rated Schools

Many master-planned communities feed into highly rated public and charter 
school districts, making them magnets for families.

Walkable Green Spaces

Miles of trails, lakes, and parks woven into neighborhood design encourage an 
active, connected outdoor lifestyle.
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Top Neighborhoods for Relocators
Orlando's metro area offers a remarkable range of communities, each with a distinct personality. Here's a curated look at where relocators are 

landing — and why:

Clermont

A growing community with newer 
construction, family-friendly 

amenities, excellent value 
compared to closer-in 
neighborhoods, and strong 
appreciation potential.

Winter Garden & Horizon 
West

Ideal for families seeking newer 
homes with excellent highway 
access, top-rated schools, and a 
charming small-town feel within 

easy reach of the city.

Dr. Phillips

Established luxury living with 
larger lots, elite school zones, and 

consistently high buyer demand. 
One of Orlando's most prestigious 
and sought-after addresses.

Downtown Orlando

Urban energy, walkability, and a 
thriving arts and dining scene 

make this the go-to for 
professionals who want city living 
without sacrificing Florida's warm 
lifestyle.
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Buying vs. Renting in Orlando: A Strategic Decision
With Orlando's rental market tightening and home values appreciating steadily, the rent-vs-buy question has a clear lean — but your personal 
timeline matters. Here's what the numbers and market conditions are telling us:

³  High Rent Prices

Sustained in-migration and housing demand have pushed Orlando 
rents significantly higher. Many renters are paying premium prices 
with no long-term equity to show for it. In many popular 
submarkets, monthly rents for a 2-bedroom apartment can be 

comparable to — or even exceed — a starter home mortgage 
payment.

¸  Competitive Rental Market

Finding the right rental at the right price in a desirable 
neighborhood can be a frustrating, time-consuming process — 
especially for newcomers unfamiliar with local submarkets. Strong 
demand often means higher deposits, faster turnover, and less 

negotiating power for renters.

]  Typical Rent vs. Mortgage Costs

Rent may look lower upfront because it usually includes fewer 

ownership costs, but a mortgage can be more predictable month 
to month. A home payment may include principal, interest, taxes, 
and insurance — yet part of that payment becomes equity rather 
than disappearing as rent. For many buyers, the key comparison is 
the all-in monthly cost, not just the sticker price.

u  Practical Considerations

Beyond the numbers, consider job stability, commute tolerance, 

school plans, maintenance responsibilities, and how often you 
expect to relocate. If you value flexibility and short-term mobility, 
renting can still be the smarter choice — even in a market where 
buying may win financially over the long run.

p  Break-Even Timeline

Buying typically makes the most sense when you expect to stay 
long enough to recover closing costs and transaction fees. In 
Orlando, a common break-even window is often around 2–5 years, 
depending on your down payment, interest rate, property taxes, 

insurance, and how fast rents rise. If you're likely to move sooner, 
renting may preserve flexibility.

¹  Equity Building

Each mortgage payment slowly reduces your loan balance while 
property value growth may add appreciation on top. That means 
ownership can build wealth in two ways at once: forced savings 
through principal paydown and potential market gains over time. 

Rent payments, by contrast, do not create ownership stakes.

�  Tax Benefits

Florida's Homestead Exemption can reduce the assessed taxable 
value of a primary residence by up to $50,000 for qualifying 

homeowners. The first $25,000 typically applies to all property 
taxes, and the next $25,000 generally applies to non-school taxes, 
lowering annual carrying costs. The Save Our Homes cap can also 
limit how much the assessed value increases each year for 
homesteaded properties.

þ  Long-Term Wealth Building

Homeownership can help build net worth through appreciation, 
equity accumulation, and more stable housing costs over time. If 

Orlando home values continue rising, owners may benefit from 
both lower relative housing costs later and stronger resale equity 
when they sell or refinance.

¹  Payment Stability

Rent can reset every lease cycle, but a fixed-rate mortgage keeps 
the principal and interest portion stable. That predictability can 
make budgeting easier, especially for families planning school 
zones, commuting costs, and multi-year residency.

⚖  Other Financial Tradeoffs

Buying usually requires upfront cash for down payment, closing 
costs, inspections, insurance, and maintenance reserves. Renting 
offers lower entry costs and more flexibility, but those savings may 
be offset over time by annual rent increases and the loss of equity 

growth.

Buying now = building wealth in one of America's fastest-growing metros.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Your Smooth Transition Starts Here
Relocating to a new city is one of the biggest decisions of your life — and the right guidance makes all the difference. From your first neighborhood 
search to the moment you receive your keys, a seamless relocation is built on local expertise, careful planning, and having an experienced advocate 
in your corner every step of the way.

1

Step 1: Define Your Vision

Identify your lifestyle priorities, budget, and 
timeline with expert guidance tailored to 

your unique situation.

2

Step 2: Explore the Market

Tour top communities, compare 
neighborhoods, and understand the true 

value of every opportunity — with no 
guesswork.

3

Step 3: Close with Confidence

Negotiate, navigate contracts, and finalize 
your purchase with full legal and real estate 

support backing every decision.
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Navigating Your Move with Confidence
Orlando's market rewards buyers who come prepared — and penalizes those who don't. Knowing the right neighborhoods, the right questions to ask, 
and the right protections to put in place can mean the difference between a dream home and a costly mistake.

1 Local Expertise is Non-
Negotiable

Understanding neighborhood nuances, 
HOA restrictions, flood zone 
classifications, and insurance 
complexities isn't optional — it's the 

foundation of every smart purchase 
decision in Central Florida.

2 Avoid Costly Mistakes

Relocating without local insight can lead 
to overpaying, overlooking red flags, or 

landing in a community that doesn't fit 
your lifestyle or financial goals. The right 
agent protects you from all of it.

3 A Strategic Plan for Success

A clear, personalized relocation strategy 
— covering market timing, 

neighborhood selection, financing, and 
contract review — ensures your move is 
smooth, informed, and financially sound 
from day one.
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Your Orlando Relocation Expert: David Dowell
ATTORNEY · REAL ESTATE AGENT · EXP REALTY

David Dowell brings a rare combination of credentials to every client 
relationship — a licensed Florida attorney and a dedicated real estate 
professional with eXp Realty. That dual perspective means you don't just get 
market insights; you get legal clarity and contractual confidence on every 
transaction.

Serving buyers and sellers across the Greater Orlando metro area — including 
Clermont, Winter Garden, Dr. Phillips, Horizon West, and Downtown Orlando — 
David specializes in relocation moves, helping out-of-state clients navigate an 
unfamiliar market with ease, expertise, and zero stress.

⚖  Licensed Attorney

Unique legal insight on contracts, 

title, and disclosures that most 
agents simply cannot offer.

´  Relocation Specialist

Deep knowledge of Orlando's top 

communities, school districts, 
and investment hotspots.

,  Client-First Mission

Every move is personal. David's goal is a seamless, successful transition — 
every single time.

Why Clients Choose David

Licensed in both real estate and law — a truly unique 
advantage

eXp Realty's cutting-edge tools and national network

Serving the Greater Orlando metro area

Deep passion for community and local culture

Trusted advisor for out-of-state and first-time buyers

Commitment to transparent, stress-free transactions

"My mission is simple: make your move to Orlando stress-
free, smart, and successful. Let's build your future in the 
City Beautiful — together."
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Ready to Make Orlando Home?
Your relocation journey starts with a single conversation. Whether you're buying your first Florida home, upgrading to your dream property, or 

simply exploring what Orlando has to offer — I'm here to guide you every step of the way with expert real estate knowledge and full legal support.

📞 Call or Text

407-864-2265

Available for calls, texts, and same-day 
responses for serious inquiries.

📧 Email Me

ddowell500@gmail.com

Send your questions, timeline, and wish list 
— I'll respond with a personalized plan.

🌐 Connect Online

YourOrlandoRealty.com

Youtube.com/@daviddowell

Instgram.com/thedaviddowell

Follow along for daily Orlando market 
updates, neighborhood tours, and 

relocation tips.

Your free, no-obligation relocation consultation is one message away. Let's find your perfect place in Orlando, Florida — the City 
Beautiful.

http://yourorlandorealty.com/
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